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By the time of the Persian Wars, when the great sea battles, Lade in 494 
B.C., Salamis and Mycale in 480 and 479, brought sea power into the 
political reckoning of Greeks and Persians, the Greeks had worked outa 
far-ranging trade by sea.! The Aegean region had become an important 
market centre. Rural towns of the eighth century had developed into city 
states, still largely agricultural, but increasingly dependent on the goods 
of trade for well-being and continued growth. Some cities, by the early 
fifth century, had substantial populations: Athens perhaps over 100,000 
free men, women and children, and the Ionian cities, collectively, more 
than 250,000.? In the cities there was a wealthy, if small, upper class, 
traditionally eager for luxuries, and a growing middle group, able to buy 
beyond their needs of subsistence. Some cities produced craft goods, 
olive oil and wine for export, as well as for local use, and all needed the 
constituents of bronze (copper and tin) and iron, scarce in the Aegean, 
for tools and weapons. Silver, mined in Attica and Thrace and found in 
small deposits in some Aegean islands, was in general demand for the 
new Aegean coinages, and electrum, available in Lydia, was used for 
jewellery and the coins issued by the Greek cities of western Asia Minor. 
Silver was needed, too, to pay for grain from Egypt and for the luxuries 
and exotics from the Levant. The slender threads of commerce, apparent 
in the eighth century in ventures from the Aegean to western Italy 
(Ischia) for metals and to the Levant (Al Mina) for eastern luxuries, had 
been woven into a complex net. Professional traders, carrying goods 
along regularly travelled routes, were busy from north-eastern Spain to 
Egypt and had penetrated into the Adriatic and Black Seas. In the cities 
market-places provided facilities for business and retail sale. Pottery and 
metal-working establishments served the local market and offered their 
goods for sale to traders collecting a cargo for export. Production and 
trade were intertwined, to serve the local city, to distribute goods among 
other cities of the Aegean and to carry them to and from the overseas 
markets, the Greek colonies and foreign countries beyond the Aegean. 


! C.G. Starr, CAH 1112.3, ch. 45a. 2 Athens: C 10$, 3; lonia: C 259, 21-3. 
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While the range of the Greeks was wide, they had to share trade in both 
the western and south-eastern basins of the Mediterranean with 
Phoenicians. In the west the North African coast from Syrtes to the 
Atlantic, the coast of Spain below Emporium (Ampurias) and the 
western end of Sicily were ringed with Phoenician trading posts, some 
originally established by Phoenicians from Tyre and Sidon, some 
secondary foundations from Carthage. This region and its routes of 
access by the islands — Malta to Sicily and on to Sardinia or to the 
Balearics and Spain — were protected jealously by Carthage. Direct access 
to the tin, copper and silver available in southern Spain was denied to the 
Greeks from the latter part of the sixth century, although Samian and 
Phocaean traders had brought back valuable cargoes to the Aegean a 
century earlier. Presumably the metals might be obtained still but 
Phoenician traders would have reaped the initial profit. Greeks and 
Phoenicians did trade at Selinus in Sicily and both shared the rich 
Etruscan market.? Yet Etruscans did not want Greek settlements in their 
region. They had combined with the Carthaginians to force the 
Phocaeans out of Alalia on Corsica c. 540 B.C. (see CAH oz 142). 
Massilia, founded by 600 B.C., and Emporium remained the chief ports of 
call in the far-western Mediterranean. 

In the Levant, the home area of Phoenician trade from the Bronze 
Age, there were few Greeks. Some did live in trading posts on the Syrian 
coast, like Al Mina, along with Cypriots and the native population. Yet 
the trade itself was significant, for from this region had come the eastern 
goods, textiles, metalware, faience, jewellery and ivories, which had so 
strongly influenced the development of Greek crafts in the eighth and 
seventh centuries. They were brought to the Aegean by Greek traders, 
mainly Aegean islanders at first, and by Phoenicians and Cypriots, plying 
to Rhodes and Crete and, less frequently, into the Aegean. In addition to 
these luxury goods, mainly from North Syrian and Phoenician work- 
shops, there were copper from Cyprus, and exotics, incense and spices, 
from Arabia. Probably these were obtained by Phoenicians in Egypt, to 
whom the Saite kings had granted a trading post in the eastern Delta. 
After the Assyrian hold on the Levant was broken, the Babylonian and 
Persian governments continued to tolerate Greek traders and found use 
in their armies for Greek mercenary soldiers but excluded Greek 
settlement. The south-eastern Mediterranean remained primarily a 
Phoenician area of trade. 

The Greeks, however, had made a large part of the Mediterranean, the 
Adriatic and the Black Seas their own in the process of colonization.^ In 
addition, they had gained regular trading privileges in Egypt and 


3 Before the sixth century there is little trace of Phoenician trading in Sicily. Then Etruscans, too, 
were trading there. * See CAH mg: 83-189. 
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Map 13. Greek and Phoenician trade in the period of the Persian Wars. 
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Etruria. The Greek colonies, particularly in the first few generations of 
growth, were a market for Aegean craft goods, pottery and metalware, 
for olive oil, both for cooking and for cosmetic purposes, and for wine. 
As the colonies grew in population and developed their own local crafts 
and agriculture, they imported fewer products of this kind but became 
better markets for the fine and luxury goods of the Aegean and those 
brought by Greek carriers from the Levant and Egypt. Etruria, too, 
became such a market as its towns were urbanized and the wealth of its 
upper classes grew. However, in the Levant and in Egypt Greek craft 
goods could not compete with those from the long-established and 
skilful native workshops, nor did olive oil and Greek wine become 
staples of native diet. Resident Greeks provided a small market for these, 
but for the native commodities which they desired Greeks had to pay 
mainly in silver. The goods carried for trade, then, were conditioned by 
the nature of the markets that they had to serve in Aegean cities, Greek 
colonies and foreign lands. 

Until the latter part of the seventh century Greek trade was relatively 
simple in organization and on a small scale. Traders, mainly from 
Corinth, from Chalcis and Eretria in Euboea and from the larger islands 
of the Cyclades, carried goods needed in the new colonies in South Italy 
and Sicily into which a stream of migration was flowing. Corinthian 
pottery was a particularly important import for the western colonies,‘ 
but the traders also brought some luxuries from the Levant to supply the 
growing demand in Etruria. Some Greek colonies also found profit in 
this trade by acting as ports of call on the sailing routes, especially to the 
west and conspicuously Corcyra, from which ships crossed the Adriatic 
to strike the Italian coast or ventured farther north. While Corcyra did 
not become an important producing centre for export, like its founding 
city, Corinth, the Corcyreans were able to assert their independence of 
Corinth by a sea battle in 667 B.c. Colonies in South Italy and Sicily, too, 
like Rhegium and Zancle, controlling the Strait of Messina, not only 
offered harbourage but soon began to play a role as middlemen in trade 
with native Italians.6 Probably for the Aegean Greeks the primary goal of 
trade was still the metals for which they had come originally to Ischia. 
The colonies themselves would have produced little for export as yet. 

Traders from the same cities as those engaged in the western trade 
were active in the south-eastern Mediterranean, but in that region in the 
seventh century there was no large Greek colonial region. Despite the 
great effect on Greek craft production of goods obtained from the east, 
their volume must have been relatively slight, for the Aegean market for 
luxuries was small and the Greeks had relatively little with which to pay. 


5 For example, the archaic pottery from Megara Hyblaea: D 570, 9-10. 6 D 567, 182-3. 
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Probably piracy, not only trade, was a motive for Greek sailors to 
venture east. For this route Rhodes, situated off the tip of south-west 
Asia Minor, played a somewhat similar role to that of Corcyra for the 
western route. The island's towns, Lindus, Ialysus and Camirus, 
provided harbourage on both east and west coasts for Greeks from the 
Aegean and for Cypriots and Phoenicians sailing to Crete or into the 
Aegean. Perhaps the lack of a colonial market in the south east helps to 
explain the relative slowness of Rhodes, in contrast to Corinth, in 
developing its production for export. But Rhodes did respond quickly to 
the change in the range and character of trade which set in later. 
After 650 B.C. the range was extended to Spain in the far west, and by 
6oo Massilia and Emporium provided ports of call for those Greeks 
coasting north along the Italian shore who wished to avoid the 
Phoenicians in Sardinia and the Balearics. Both colonies, too, provided 
links with the native peoples in north-eastern Spain and the Rhóne valley 
in France.’ Trading posts were founded, too, in Egypt and the Black Sea. 
In the course of the sixth century the import of pickled fish from the 
Black Sea and of grain from its north shore? and from Egypt increased 
the food supply of Aegean cities. Egyptian luxuries now could be 
obtained directly and new commodities, linen and papyrus, were 
brought into the Aegean. The trade in metals was enlarged by iron from 
the region of Sinope in the Black Sea and by new sources of precious 
metals: silver from Thrace and Laurium in Attica and electrum from 
Lydia. Consequently, by the time of the Persian Wars the organization of 
trade had become complex, and its list of commodities ranged from 
luxuries and metals to cargoes in some bulk of grain, olive oil and wine. 
Possibly, timber, too, was carried on some scale, for it is unlikely that 
local sources could supply the big pieces of fir and pine needed for ship 
construction and monumental building. To judge from the size of the 
navies used in the Persian Wars, the traffic was substantial. Probably 
Corinth obtained timber for its own ship-building and supplied other 
Aegean states, like Aegina and Athens, from north-west Greece and 
perhaps from Macedonia. Theenlarged volume of trade was facilitated in 
the latter part of the sixth century by the use of precious metals,’ 
particularly silver, for international exchange. While the new coins were 


7 p 28, 137-61. See CAH 112.3, 139ff. Trade with the Celts became substantial in the sixth 
century. 

8 C 259, 116-30. C 254 argues that export of wheat began only in the first quarter of the fifth 
century; C 243 considers that the goal of early Greek trade in the Black Sea, before 700 B.C., was 
Chalybian iron. However, a fragmentary graffito, found on Berezan Island and dated in the first half 
of the sixth century, attests trade in grain at that time; it lists sums from trade by a visiting Ionian 
merchant. Also, a letter on a lead tablet from a merchant to his son, dated in the second half of the 
sixth century, has a reference to trade; the son lived in Olbia but the letter was found on Berezan 
(c 586). ? See further above, Ch. 74. 
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not used as money in such transactions, large coins were a form of bullion 
to be tested and weighed in transactions. Also monetary exchange was 
fast replacing barter in local trade, to judge by the issues of fractional 
denominations in Athens, Corinth and the Ionian region. 

In this expansion of trade the activity of Eastern Greeks was 
particularly noticeable.!? As well as Rhodians, traders from the big 
islands of Samos and Chios and from the coastal cities of Phocaea and 
Miletus, all advantageously sited at termini of the cross-Aegean sailing 
routes and as way stationson the voyage from Rhodes to the Hellespont, 
joined the Corinthians and islanders. It was a Samian, Colaeus (below, 
p. 456), who opened the trade in metals from Spain vc. 640 B.C., and the 
new trading regions of Egypt and the Black Sea were developed mainly 
by Ionians acting primarily from commercial motives. Egypt permitted 
Greeks to settle at Naucratis only for purposes of trade and Herodotus 
characterizes the Black Sea settlements as emporia, trading centres 
(IV.17.1, 20.1, 24, 108). 

The Ionians, on the seaboard of Asia Minor, enjoyed one advantage 
denied to other Greeks. Lydia, with which a close economic relationship 
was worked out, provided a hinterland for which the Ionians acted as 
middlemen. Although Lydian kings sought to extend political control 
over the Ionians, first by razzzas into their territory and then by alliance, 
they did not try to establish a seapower based on Ionian ports. In fact, the 
islands Samos and Chios remained independent, and Miletus, secure 
in its peninsular position, was able to repel Lydian attacks. Phocaea, at 
the mouth of the Hermus River, as it then flowed into the sea, was well 
situated to communicate with Sardis. In Lydia the Ionians found a 
market for their own craft products and an employer for their labour. 
They bought Lydian products for their own use and for distribution in 
trade. Most important was Lydian electrum, used for jewellery and for 
the coins issued by Ionian states and by Lydia itself (see above, Ch. 74). 
While the old view of the Ionian cities as the termini of long routes from 
the Anatolian plateau and beyond is no longer accepted, Ionia and Lydia 
were tied together by a network of roads which were used by pack- 
animals and carts and brought goods to the coast for carriage by sea. 

The growth of this network of trade in the several centuries before the 
Persian Wars was not seriously retarded by war or foreign occupation. 
Clashes with Phoenicians in the areas where both traded seem to have 
been piratical in nature. The Persians did not apply economic sanctions 
in war nor interfere overtly with trade in the lands which they occupied. 
After 540 B.C., when Ionia was subject to Persia, and after 512, when 
Thrace was a Persian province, the Persian control seems to have been a 


10 C 259, 131-7. 
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mixture of benefit and harm. Probably the Persian governor in Thrace 
siphoned off some of the silver, sought by lonians for their trade with 
Egypt,!! into the king's treasury, and Phocaeans and Samians do seem to 
have turned their commercial attention even more to the west. But for 
Ionians in general the patronage of Persian satraps replaced that of 
Lydian kings, and the construction of the great Persian palaces offered 
them employment (below, p. 478 and Pls. Vol., pl. 234). Persian control 
of the waterway between the Black Sea and the Aegean did not stop the 
grain transports (Hdt. vır.147), and there is little evidence that the 
campaigns of Xerxes resulted in more than a temporary slackening in 
Greek trade in the Levant and Egypt. Indeed, Greeks may have been able 
to move about more freely in Egypt under Persian government than in 
the time of the Saite kings. Greeks continued to use Naucratis (cf. CAH 
112.3, 134f), and Athenian silver came into Egypt and the Levant in 
increasing volume. Ionian production and trade may have been a partial 
casualty of the wars but certainly that of Athens was not. 

In the Aegean area internecine Greek wars, fought largely on land and 
for brief periods, would have had little effect on the trade by sea, but 
Greek piracy did interfere. The practice was endemic along the trade 
routes and limited only by the trading cities themselves out of concern 
for their own waters. Thucydides (1.7-8, 13) couples the suppression of 
piracy with the emergence of sea powers, notably that of Corinth, and 
with the rise of commerce. While Corinth and Polycrates of Samos made 
their own waters safe and their harbours secure, beyond the reach of their 
own watships trade was risky for the slow merchant vessels. Sailors in 
harbour towns along the routes, particularly in north-western Greece 
and in the small Aegean islands, could sally out to cut off a solitary 
merchantman. Yet there was general concern to secure freedom of 
navigation and safety of trade. Very soon after the Persian Wars, Athens 
and the Delian League postponed their vendetta against Persia to raid 
Carystus on Euboea and Scyros, presumably to stamp out pirate nests. 
Even the pirates could agree to respect each other's persons and 
property, although regarding foreign ships as fair game, as a treaty 
between Oeanthea and Chaleum in western Locris, made c. 450, 
indicates.1? 

We can trace the trading activity of various cities to some degree by 
studying the production and distribution of their pottery fabrics. For 
example, certain amphorae, containers for oil or wine, recognizable by 
individual shape and fabric or stamp of origin, mark Chios as an early 
shipper of wine and Athens as a producer of olive oil. The track of 
Corinthian trade may be traced by the distribution of its ubiquitous 


11 C 55, 239-40. 12 IG 1x2.1717; MN Tod, GHI 1, no. 34. 
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aryballoi, small jugs for scented oil. We can deduce, too, from the 
replacement of Corinthian pottery by Athenian, that Athens captured the 
export market for fine pottery in the second quarter of the sixth century, 
thanks to the superior quality of its wares. The mosaic picture of trading 
made from such evidence, however, may be misleading, for the pottery 
reflects production rather than carriage. For example, we know from 
merchants' marks that much of the pottery exported from Athens in the 
latter part of the sixth century was carried by Ionians and Aeginetans 
(below, p. 458). It is also convenient, rather than accurate, to speak of 
the trading activity of city states, for it was the producers and traders who 
established the pattern of trade, not the policies of their governments. 
Most Greek cities, from theirsituation inland or from their lack of special 
resources to produce for export, were local market centres. Others, 
situated advantageously on the sea routes, like Chalcis and Aegina, might 
engage in a carrying trade, peddling the goods of others. In the case of 
Aegina this seems to have been on a considerable scale. But the leaders of 
Greek trade were those cities which combined the advantage of siting 
with resources to produce goods for export beyond their local needs. In 
the sixth century these were Corinth, Chios, Samos, Miletus and Rhodes. 
Athens, too, became an important producer in this period, particularly of 
fine pottery and olive oil, but the carriage of its goods seems to have been 
largely in the hands of foreigners. Perhaps the examples of Corinth as a 
centre of trade in the Aegean, and of Naucratis as a trading post in a 
foreign land, to which traders of many cities RESO HEE, will illustrate the 
nature of Greek trade. 

For almost two hundred years, from the mid-eighth century, Corinth, 
situated almost literally at the cross-roads of Greece by land and by sea, 
was the leading trading city of Greece and a centre to which traders 
resorted. The trade went both to the west through the Gulf of Corinth 
and east across the Aegean to the Levant. Each route had its particular 
terminus, the harbour at Lechaeum for the west and Cenchreae, on the 
Saronic Gulf, for the Aegean and the east. C. 600 B.c. a roadway, the 
diolkos (see CAH 1112.5, 349, fig. 52), was constructed for hauling ships 
across the Isthmus.!3 Corinthian production kept pace with the trade ina 
mutually stimulative fashion.!^ Large clay beds near the city provided the 
material for a terracotta industry which supplied much of the pottery 
used by western colonies in the eighth and seventh centuries and 
architectural revetments for a wide local region. The owners of the 
workshops skilfully adapted their products to the markets. In addition to 
ordinary household vessels, small cups, jugs, dishes and the like, special 
containers — aryballoi and alabastra — were made to hold scented oil, and 


13 O. Broneer, Antiquity 22 (1958) 80. 14 c 260. 
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bowls — pyxides and cothons — for salves. It is probable that the contents, 
too, were manufactured in Corinth. When the market began to flag, the 
potters invented new shapes and modified old ones, and, to satisfy 
particular local needs, produced special vases for burials and figurines for 
dedication. The industry was energetic and imaginative, and its goods, to 
judge from merchants' marks in the Corinthian alphabet, were carried by 
Corinthian traders. From the western trade presumably came the metals 
to supply the Corinthian bronze workers, famous for their products in 
antiquity. Probably, too, Corinth still got timber for its ship-building 
and silver from north-west Greece and, in the sixth century atleast, grain 
from Sicily and Egypt. While its trade in fine pottery was largely lost to 
Athens after 575, Corinth's production and export of its other 
commodities sustained it as an important trading city until the 
Peloponnesian War. 

Regular Greek trade with Egypt began relatively late, in the last 
quarter of the seventh century, and then by permission of the Saite 
government. At that time Greeks were allowed to use a quarter of the 
Egyptian town of Naucratis in the western Delta for trading and 
residence.!5 It was not only traders, mainly East Greeks, who came 
seasonally for grain and other Egyptian commodities, but also craftsmen 
and Greek women, as prostitutes or wives, because intermarriage with 
Egyptians was prohibited. Some ofthe early traders and settlers founded 
sanctuaries for their native gods, and, through the pottery dedicated by 
them and the description of Naucratis by Herodotus (11.178-9), we can 
learn something of the community which gradually formed. Its basic 
organization was set in the reign of Amasis, when, in addition to the 
earlier, individual sanctuaries, a large sanctuary, the Hellenium, was 
established for common use. Although the nature of the political 
arrangements is controversial, it is obvious that the Greeks were 
permitted a considerable degree of local autonomy, so that something 
like a Greek polis evolved. Probably representation of the various 
Greeks involved was worked through membership in the Hellenium, for 
Herodotus states that its members selected prostatai to administer their 
affairs. Possibly the community was dual, made up of the permanent 
Greek residents of Naucratis and those who came to trade.!6 In any case, 
except for a mercenary camp at Tell Defenneh, the Greeks in Egypt seem 
to have been concentrated in Naucratis. Perhaps enough Greek pottery 
has been found at Memphis to indicate a small resident group, but from 
elsewhere in Egypt there is only a scattering of sherds. Egyptian goods, 
then, were obtained from Egyptians who brought them to Naucratis, 
where they would be stored until cargoes were made up for shipment on 


5 C 5; cf. CAH 1117.3, 134. 
16 C $, 29-33; I have followed my own reconstruction of the organization in C 54. 
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Greek vessels. Presumably representatives of Greek traders made up a 
part of the population, so that in them and in the Greek craftsmen who 
settled there the traders would have found a small market for pottery, 
olive oil and wine. The Greeks could pay with their own craft goods, 
made in imitation of native Egyptian products, but the evidence of 
payment in silver to Egyptians for grain, linen and papyrus is apparent in 
the hoards of coins and pieces of silver found elsewhere in the Delta.!? 
This concentration of Greek life in their own quarter of Naucratis, 
despite the varied origin of the traders and settlers, resulted in a lasting 
Greek enclave, for Naucratis was counted as a Greek city in the 
Ptolemaic period. 

In Etruria, too, the activity of Greek traders seems to have been 
regulated in somewhat the same fashion as at Naucratis, although their 
presence was more transitory and we do not know of specific 
restrictions. The excavation of Graviscae, the port of Tarquinia, revealed 
a sanctuary of Hera in one quarter of the port town.!8 To judge from the 
dedicatory inscriptions on pottery in the Ionian alphabet, most of the 
traders were Samians, but a stone anchor was dedicated to Aeginetan 
Apollo by a certain Sostratus. Presumably this was the famous trader 
mentioned by Herodotus (1v.152; Fig. 39; pp. 365, 669). In any case this 
dedication indicates that the sanctuary was in common use by the various 
Greek traders carrying cargoes to Etruria. 

While most Greek traders remain anonymous or are known by name 
or a few initials scratched on pottery, a few became sufficiently famous to 
have a record in tradition. Herodotus tells the story of Colaeus (tv.152), 
the Samian trader who opened the metal trade in the far west c. 640 B.C. 
While on a venture to Egypt, Colaeus put into the island of Plataea, 
offshore from Cyrene in Libya, where he found a group of Therans 
trying to found a colony. From Plataea Colaeus was blown by a great 
storm through the Mediterranean and into the Atlantic by the straits of 
Gibraltar as far as Tartessus in south-western Spain. From Tartessus, 
previously unvisited by traders, he got a cargo of metal, returned safely 
to his native Samos, and, in gratitude, dedicated one tenth of his profits 
to his native goddess, Hera, in the form of a large bronze mixing bowl. 
While the storm may have been invented to hide Colaeus’ route from 
competitors, the rewards of the new source of metal in the far west were 
tangible enough to lure other Greeks in search. Phocaeans followed 
Colaeus' voyage to their own profit — Phocaea was able to build a new 
fortification wall. Herodotus notices another famous trader, Sostratus 
the Aeginetan (1v.152), who was active in the more prosaic period of the 
late sixth century. As mentioned above, Sostratus dedicated a stone 
anchor (Fig. 39; see CAH 1117.5, 428) in the Greek sanctuary at 


17 C 55, 243 n. 5 (bibliography). 18 D 302; C 249; D 163; D 310. 
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39. Stone anchor ded- 
icated by Sostratus of 
Aegina at Graviscae. 
(After D 302, 56, fig. 7; 
see n. 18.) 


Graviscae, whether to mark his retirement from sailing or in gratitude to 
Aeginetan Apollo for safe return from a hazardous voyage we do not 
know. Evidently Sostratus could well afford to do so, for Herodotus 
identifies him as most famous of all traders for his wealth. One source of 
his affluence was the carriage of Athenian pottery to Italy. His initials 
(p. 365) arethe most numerous among the merchants' marks on Athenian 
pottery found in Italy, dating from the last quarter of the sixth century. 

Colaeus and Sostratus are representative of the type of trader who 
established long-range trading by sea throughout the Mediterranean. 
They were men of sufficient wealth to have their own ships, venturesome 
and skilful enough to sail over the long routes and knowledgeable about 
their markets and sources of commodities; in short, professionals, who 
apparently were owner, captain and trader combined. By Sostratus’ time, 
however, Greek trade seems to have been entering a more sophisticated 
stage, in which investors financed such voyages by loans. A series of 
inscriptions, scratched on lead plaques found in Corcyra and dated ¢. 500 
B.C., are so interpreted.!? The tablets record in regular formulas, which 
reflect established practice, the loans of large sums, over 100 drachmas, 
by various creditors. In one case the names are those of minors whose 
patrimony was apparently being invested for them by a guardian. Thus 
the use of money in the late sixth century facilitated. trade by 
subsidization of ventures and offered opportunity for gain to ordinary 
people. 

Study of the large amount of Athenian pottery exported to Italy in the 


19 C 242. 


458 76. TRADE 


late sixth and early fifth centuries gives a notion of how traders made up 
their cargoes in that commodity at least. Like the Corinthian potters 
(above, pp. As Af) Athenians specialized their production for both local 
sale and for export.?? They made special shapes for a particular product, 
for example, lekythoi for high-grade olive oil, and sets for the particular 
purpose of symposiums. The latter, like the vases inscribed with ka/os 
names, would have been made to individual order for sale to customers 
in Athens. But many vases of this type have been found in Italy. 
Presumably the first buyer returned them to the shops in Athens, where 
they were picked up second-hand by a trader collecting a cargo for Italy. 
Also, Italian tastes seem to have affected Athenian production directly. 
Traders must have told the makers that certain shapes, Tyrrhenian 
amphoras and the bizarre experiments of Nicosthenes, (Fig. 40; see CAH 
1112.3, 454) would be popular in Italy. Similarly the increase in production 
of fine, large, red-figured vases in the early fifth century is explained by 
their popularity in Etruria. But good pottery was made, too, for the 
ordinary Athenian worker. While interpretation of the few prices for 
vases known before 475 B.C. 1s disputed,?! small decorated vases of good 
quality were within his reach, and pottery for daily use in the household 
was cheap. 

The merchants’ marks, the first several letters of a name, scratched or 
painted on the foot of a vase, are a clue to the identity of traders.22 Several 
thousand examples are known, almost all on vases found in Italy, and, 
after 550, large groups of pots may be identified as bearing the mark of a 
single trader. Those on Corinthian vases are in the Corinthian alphabet, 
indicating that Corinthian pottery was carried by Corinthian traders. On 
the Athenian vases, in addition to the initials of Sostratus of Aegina, 
there are many marks in Ionian letter forms. Evidently Ionian traders 
carried Athenian vases in addition to their own, as we might expect from 
the Ionian dedications in the sanctuary at Graviscae. Presumably the 
traders made the rounds of pottery shops in Athens, buying some good 
second-hand pieces, some new vases, which they thought would find a 
ready sale, and picking up some special lots ordered for the taste of 
Etruscan buyers. To judge from the provenance of fine red-figured 
pottery, Athenian potters manufactured more for the export than the 
local market. 

While the variety of goods exchanged in trading was impressively 
large and specialization for export was practised in their production, we 
should not exaggerate the volume of trade. We do not have any statistical 
basis for making an estimate, and, as was indicated above, population 
and wealth were large only in relation to their size in the early archaic 


20 C 588, 291-2; C 496, 12; C 497, 88. 21 c 66; C 539. 2 C 539, 138-52. 
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40. Nicosthenic amphora, of Attic 
manufacture. (Vienna, Kunsthistoris- 
ches Museum 3605; after R. J. Hoppin, 
A Handbook of Greek Black- Figured Vases 


(1924) 285.) 


period. Also, certain obvious physical factors limited the volume of trade 
by sea. Navigation was seasonal, from April to October, and, even in the 
good summer weather, when clear skies made the use of landmarks easy, 
adverse winds could cut the speed of the square-rigged merchant ships in 
half.23 The technical innovation of a square foresail in the late sixth 
century did improve manoeuvrability, but the ships remained tubby, 
small (70-80 tons) and slow. Because navigation was in its infancy, ships 
did not sail into the open sea for preference but tended to stay within 
sight of land, in order to use the striking landmarks and coastal winds 
which are a feature of the Mediterranean basin. Being dependent on sail, 
they were easily caught in calm water or in light winds by warships which 
operated under oar, and their small crews (? three or four hands) had little 
or no chance of resisting any attack (see CAH 1112.3, 454—5, fig. 61). 

Because no essential changes in type were made, we can probably use 
information of a later date about duration of voyages for this early 
period. In favourable weather a speed of 4 to 6 knots was standard. Thus 
the trip from Rhodes to the Cimmerian Bosporus in the Black Sea took 94 
days, Rhodes to Byzantium 5 days, Crete to Egypt 3 or 4 days, Corinth to 
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Puteoli on the west coast of Italy 9} days. An Ionian trader from Phocaea 
or Samos, sailing to the Levant and Egypt to pick up some cargo, 
returning through the Aegean and proceeding on the long trip to 
Massilia or Emporium, with stops to peddle and exchange his goods on 
the way, probably would make only one round trip during the season. 
The Corinthian or Aeginetan, running regularly between Athens or 
Corinth and Italy might, of course, make several voyages. 

By the time of the Persian Wars Greek trade had grown from a trickle 
of luxury goods and scarce metals to become a factor necessary to the 
well-being of the city states. As such it was obviously a matter of concern 
to their governments. Most obvious were the possibilities of revenue. 
Corinth is said to have levied tolls in the period of the Cypselid tyranny 
and certainly we may suspect that the city did not offer free transport on 
the dio/kos constructed ¢. 600 B.C. (see CAH 1112.5, 349, fig. 52). In 540 
when the Phocaeans were looking for a new home after the Persian 
occupation of Ionia, the Chians prevented them from settling on the 
Oenussae Islands in the channel between Chios and the Asian coast (Hdt. 
1.165). They did not wish the tolls which they levied on shipping to be 
diverted to a Phocaean emporium. While it 1s difficult to extend fiscal 
concerns of this nature to deliberate mercantile policy in colonization, 
Corinth did show unusual strategic concern to plant colonies on the 
western trade route and to maintain connexions ofa political nature with 
them.?* Ionian colonization, too, in the Black Sea and Egypt seems to 
have been motivated consciously by commercial aims rather than the 
simple desire to export surplus population. Freedom of navigation and 
trade, already of common concern at the end of the Persian Wars, 
became, within a generation, an issue dividing the two great powers of 
Greece, the Athenian Empire and the Peloponnesian League. 


4 C 30, ch. 7. 
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